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	Legal Authority
	Permit/Action
	Description
	Likelihood
	Typical Timeline
	Notes

	U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (district by location)
	Section 404 permit (Nationwide Permit, e.g. NWP 51, or Individual Permit) (Clean Water Act Section 404 (33 U.S.C. 1344); 33 CFR Parts 320-332)
	Regulates discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the United States, including wetlands. Permit type depends on the area of impact and the activity. NWP 51 (land-based renewable energy) allows the loss of up to 1/2 acre of non-tidal waters, with pre-construction notification above 1/10 acre.
	Likely
	NWP with a pre-construction notification: the permittee may presume the project qualifies unless the Corps responds within a 45-day period that starts on receipt of the notification (33 CFR 330.1(e)(1)); listed-species and historic-property clearances (see the Endangered Species Act and Section 106 rows) can hold authorization longer. Individual permit: decision target of 60 days after receipt of a complete application, subject to the exceptions in 33 CFR 325.2(d)(3). Typical: 2 to 4 months for an NWP with notification and 6 to 12 months or more for an individual permit (basis: practice, not stated in the sources).
	Likely required. As of the cut-off: The 16 NWPs reissued or issued in January 2021, including NWP 51 for land-based renewable energy, and the 32 general conditions took effect (86 FR 2744). (2021-03-15) A federal district court in Arizona (Pascua Yaqui Tribe v. EPA) vacated the 2020 Navigable Waters Protection Rule; from 2021-09-03 the agencies applied the pre-2015 regulatory definition of waters of the United States, read in light of Rapanos. (2021-08-30) The remaining 41 NWPs took effect under the same general conditions (86 FR 73522). (2022-02-25) A federal district court in Texas (Texas v. EPA, S.D. Tex.) preliminarily enjoined the 2023 rule in Texas and Idaho, where the agencies continued to apply the pre-2015 regulatory regime. (2023-03-19) The 2023 rule revising the definition of waters of the United States (88 FR 3004) took effect, but was not operative in some states because of litigation. (2023-03-20) A federal court in North Dakota enjoined the 2023 rule in the 24 plaintiff states, which include Virginia (West Virginia v. EPA). (2023-04-12) Sackett v. EPA narrowed the scope of waters of the United States. (2023-05-25) Announced by the cut-off, taking effect later (not applied): The 2021 NWPs, including NWP 51, expire; verification letters generally expire on the same date. (2026-03-14; announced 2021-01-13) Basis: 33CFR323 (F-01c) p1; 33CFR330 (F-01f) p1; 33CFR325 (F-01d) p1; 86FR2744 (F-02) p120.

	U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
	Section 10 permit (Rivers and Harbors Act Section 10 (33 U.S.C. 403))
	Work or structures in, over or under navigable waters of the United States.
	Conditional
	Same Corps process as Section 404: decision target of 60 days after receipt of a complete application, subject to the exceptions in 33 CFR 325.2(d)(3); a nationwide permit with a pre-construction notification follows the notification period described under the Section 404 row. Typical: 2 to 4 months for a nationwide permit with notification and 6 to 12 months or more for an individual permit (basis: practice, not stated in the sources).
	Required only if triggered. Only if a navigable waterway is crossed or affected. Announced by the cut-off, taking effect later (not applied): The 2021 NWPs, which can authorize Section 10 work as well as Section 404 fill, expire. (2026-03-14; announced 2021-01-13) Basis: 33CFR322 (F-01b) p1; 33CFR320 (F-01a) p1; 33CFR325 (F-01d) p1.

	U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (NMFS for marine and anadromous species)
	Section 7 consultation (with a federal nexus) or Section 10 incidental take permit and habitat conservation plan (Endangered Species Act Sections 7 and 10 (16 U.S.C. 1536, 1539); 50 CFR Parts 17 and 402)
	Federal actions must not jeopardize listed species or adversely modify critical habitat; without a federal nexus, take of listed species is prohibited unless authorized under Section 10.
	Conditional
	Formal consultation concludes within 90 days after its initiation unless extended, and the Service delivers its biological opinion within 45 days after concluding formal consultation (50 CFR 402.14(e)): 90 + 45 days from initiation when not extended. An extension involving an applicant cannot exceed 60 days without the applicant's consent. Typical: 12 to 24 months for a Section 10 incidental take permit with a habitat conservation plan (basis: practice, not stated in the sources).
	Required only if triggered. Technical assistance and seasonal clearing restrictions usually suffice where impacts are avoided; formal consultation or an incidental take permit is needed if take cannot be avoided. As of the cut-off: FWS found that listing the monarch butterfly is warranted but precluded by higher priority actions. (2020-12-17) Tricolored bat proposed for listing as endangered. (2022-09-14) FWS published the final rule reclassifying the northern long-eared bat as endangered (87 FR 73488), effective 2023-01-30; a delay notice of 2023-01-26 (88 FR 4908) moved the effective date to 2023-03-31. (2022-11-30) FWS issued the Interim Consultation Framework for the northern long-eared bat, valid from 2023-03-31 through 2024-04-01. (2023-03-21) Northern long-eared bat reclassification from threatened to endangered took effect. (2023-03-31) Basis: 50CFR402 (F-07a) p1.

	U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
	Compliance through avoidance (no incidental take permit program) (Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 U.S.C. 703-712); 50 CFR Parts 10 and 21)
	Prohibits take of migratory birds, nests and eggs. Managed by clearing vegetation outside the nesting season and avoiding active nests.
	Likely
	No permit applies, so there is no agency processing time; compliance is by avoidance. The Service's Nationwide Standard Conservation Measures call for scheduling vegetation removal outside the peak bird breeding season and, where that is not possible, nest surveys generally no more than five days before the activity.
	Likely required. As of the cut-off: An FWS rule (86 FR 1134) took effect defining the Act's prohibitions as applying only to actions directed at migratory birds, so incidental take was not prohibited. (2021-03-08) FWS revoked the January 2021 rule (86 FR 54642); the Service again treats incidental take as prohibited by the Act. (2021-12-03) Basis: National Bald Eagle Management Guidelines 2007 (F-11a) p5; Nationwide Standard Conservation Measures birds (F-12b) p2.

	U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
	Eagle nest buffers; eagle incidental take permit if disturbance cannot be avoided (Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668-668d); 50 CFR Part 22 (incidental take permits at 50 CFR 22.80 since the January 2022 redesignation))
	Protects bald and golden eagles, their nests and eggs from take, including disturbance.
	Conditional
	No regulatory processing time: the Service declined to put permit issuance timeframes in the eagle regulations because the time varies enormously with the scale and complexity of the activity, any NEPA analysis and the quality of the applicant's data (81 FR 91494, response to comments). Typical: 12 to 24 months for an eagle incidental take permit; nest buffers and seasonal avoidance can remove the need (basis: practice, not stated in the sources).
	Required only if triggered. Only where eagle nests are near the site; follow buffer guidance. As of the cut-off: Revised eagle permit regulations took effect (81 FR 91494), including incidental take permits of up to 30 years. (2017-01-17) 50 CFR Part 22 was redesignated (87 FR 884); the permit for eagle take associated with, but not the purpose of, an activity is now 50 CFR 22.80. (2022-01-07) Basis: 50CFR22 (F-11b) p1; 81FR91494 (F-11c) p42.

	Lead federal agency with the State Historic Preservation Office (and THPOs)
	Section 106 consultation (National Historic Preservation Act Section 106 (54 U.S.C. 306108); 36 CFR Part 800)
	A federal undertaking (federal permit, funding, license or land) must take into account effects on historic properties.
	Conditional
	SHPO/THPO review: if it does not respond within 30 days of receiving a request for review of a finding or determination, the agency official may proceed to the next step or consult the Advisory Council (36 CFR 800.3(c)(4)). Under a Corps nationwide permit, an activity that may have the potential to cause effects to listed or eligible historic properties is not authorized until the Section 106 requirements have been satisfied (general condition 20(a)). Typical: 2 to 4 months for a no-adverse-effect finding once surveys are complete and 6 to 12 months or more if an adverse effect needs a memorandum of agreement (basis: practice, not stated in the sources).
	Required only if triggered. Triggered only by a federal nexus; state historic review may still apply under state law. Basis: 36CFR800 (F-13) p1; 86FR2744 (F-02) p126.

	Lead federal agency
	NEPA review (categorical exclusion, environmental assessment or EIS) (National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.); 40 CFR Parts 1500-1508 as of the cut-off)
	Environmental review of major federal actions, such as federal land use, funding, loans or individual federal permits.
	Conditional
	Environmental assessment: one year, measured from the agency decision to prepare it; environmental impact statement: 2 years, unless a senior agency official of the lead agency approves a longer period in writing (40 CFR 1501.10(b)). Typical: 1 to 3 months for a categorical exclusion (basis: practice, not stated in the sources).
	Required only if triggered. Only if federal land, funding or an individual federal permit is involved. As of the cut-off: CEQ's revised NEPA regulations (40 CFR Parts 1500-1508; 85 FR 43374) apply to NEPA processes begun after this date. (2020-09-14) CEQ published amendments to those regulations (87 FR 23453), effective 2022-05-20. (2022-04-20) Fiscal Responsibility Act amended NEPA. (2023-06-03) Basis: 40CFR1508 (F-17i) p1; 40CFR1501 (F-17b) p1.

	Federal Aviation Administration
	Form 7460-1 Notice of Proposed Construction or Alteration (14 CFR Part 77)
	Notice for construction that meets Part 77 notice criteria (for example structures over 200 feet, or within defined distances and slopes of public-use airports). FAA's 2021 glare policy covers solar on federally obligated airports, not off-airport projects.
	Conditional
	Notice on Form 7460-1 at least 45 days before the start date of construction or the date a construction-permit application is filed, whichever is earliest (14 CFR 77.7(b)); Part 77 sets no FAA decision deadline. A Determination of No Hazard expires 18 months after its effective date unless extended (14 CFR 77.33(b)). Typical: 2 to 4 months for an FAA aeronautical study determination (basis: practice, not stated in the sources).
	Required only if triggered. Screen distances to public-use airports; file if notice criteria are met. As of the cut-off: FAA published its interim policy on solar energy systems at federally obligated airports (78 FR 63276). (2013-10-23) FAA's policy on solar energy system projects at federally obligated airports took effect (86 FR 25801), replacing the 2013 interim policy; it covers on-airport systems at towered airports. (2021-05-11) Basis: 14CFR77 (F-15a) p1; 86FR25801 (F-15b) p1.

	Local floodplain administrator (NFIP community), FEMA
	Floodplain development permit (National Flood Insurance Program (44 CFR Parts 59-60) and local flood damage prevention ordinance)
	Development within a FEMA Special Flood Hazard Area requires a local floodplain development permit; floodway encroachment needs a no-rise analysis.
	Likely
	Typical: 2 to 6 weeks for a local floodplain development permit, and 3 to 6 months or more where a floodway no-rise analysis or map revision is needed (basis: practice, not stated in the sources).
	Likely required. Basis: 44CFR60 (F-14b) p1; 44CFR59 (F-14a) p1.

	U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
	Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasure (SPCC) Plan (Oil Pollution Prevention, 40 CFR Part 112)
	Required where aggregate aboveground oil storage capacity exceeds 1,320 gallons (counting containers of 55 gallons or more, including oil-filled transformers) and a discharge could reach navigable waters.
	Conditional
	For a facility that becomes operational after 10 November 2011, the Plan must be prepared and implemented before operations begin (40 CFR 112.3(a)(1)). Typical: 2 to 6 weeks to prepare the Plan once oil-filled equipment volumes are known (basis: practice, not stated in the sources).
	Required only if triggered. Usually required for utility-scale substations; confirm once equipment oil volumes are known. As of the cut-off: A facility that becomes operational after this date must prepare and implement its SPCC Plan before it begins operations (40 CFR 112.3(a)(1)). (2011-11-10) Basis: 40CFR112 (F-16) p1.

	USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
	Farmland conversion impact rating (Form AD-1006) (Farmland Protection Policy Act (7 U.S.C. 4201 et seq.); 7 CFR Part 658)
	Applies to projects with federal funding or assistance that convert important farmland.
	Conditional
	NRCS responds to a request within 10 working days of receipt, or in 30 working days where a site visit or land evaluation system design is needed (7 CFR 658.4(a)).
	Required only if triggered. Only with federal funding or assistance. Basis: 7CFR658 (F-18) p1.

	Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB)
	Certificate of environmental compatibility and public need for a major utility facility (electric generating plant of 50 MW or more), standard certificate application (ORC 4906.01, 4906.04, 4906.06, 4906.07, 4906.10 and 4906.13; OAC 4906-2, 4906-3 and 4906-4)
	An electric generating plant designed for, or capable of, 50 MW or more is a major utility facility, and no one may commence to construct one without an OPSB certificate. The generation-facility application content rules (OAC 4906-4-08) include a fire protection, safety and medical emergency plan developed with local responders. The chairman accepts the application as complete or rejects it within 60 days of receipt, and the hearing is set 60 to 90 days after receipt of a complying application. The board may not grant a certificate, as proposed or as modified, unless it makes the findings in ORC 4906.10(A). Once certificated, no public agency or political subdivision may require any approval, consent, permit or other condition for construction or operation (PE-01); state worker-protection laws and municipal rules not about location or design still apply. Whether a state fire-code or building permit still applies is not settled by the library text.
	Required
	Law: the chairman accepts or rejects the application within 60 days of receipt (OAC 4906-3-06(A)); the public hearing is fixed not less than 60 nor more than 90 days after receipt of a complying application (ORC 4906.07(A)); the staff report is due 15 days before the hearing and OPSB says it typically comes 60 to 90 days after the completeness letter. The library sets no overall deadline for the Board's decision. Practice estimate: about a year or more from filing to a Board decision on a contested solar case, plus the pre-application public meetings that must come first (see OH-OPSB-PUBLIC and OH-SB52).
	Required. Note: As of the cut-off: The OPSB adopted revised rules in OAC Chapters 4906-1 to 4906-7 after a review begun in 2020. They add requirements for solar facilities, including setbacks for panel modules of at least 50 feet from non-participating parcel boundaries, 300 feet from non-participating residences and 150 feet from the edge of pavement of roads. They took effect 2024-05-30 and apply to applications filed on or after that date. Not in force on 2023-08-01: the OAC 4906-4 text cited here is the 2015 to 2020 text. As of 2023-04-19 the OPSB's rule-review page showed the review still pending. (2023-07-20) Basis: ORC 4906 Power Siting Board (OH-S-01) p1, p9, p13, p16, p20; OAC 4906 3 OPSB application filing (OH-R-01c) p8; OAC 4906 4 OPSB generation facility applications (OH-R-01d) p19; OPSB standard application process (OH-G-01a) p1.

	Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB), board staff and the applicant
	Pre-application conference, pre-application notification letter, public informational meeting and public notices for a standard certificate application (OAC 4906-3-02, 4906-3-03 and 4906-3-09; ORC 4906.06(C))
	Before filing, the applicant may request a pre-application conference with board staff. It must file a pre-application notification letter with the board at least 15 days before the public informational meeting, and hold at least one such meeting in the project area no more than 90 days before submitting the application. The meeting is advertised in a newspaper 7 to 21 days ahead and by letter to each property owner and affected tenant at least 21 days ahead; the applicant presents maps, solicits written comments and summarizes them in the application. After the application is accepted, a first written notice goes out within 15 days and a second notice is published 7 to 21 days before the public hearing. SB 52 adds a separate county public meeting 90 to 300 days before applying (see OH-SB52).
	Required
	Law: notification letter at least 15 days before the meeting; newspaper notice 7 to 21 days and owner and tenant letters at least 21 days before it; meeting no more than 90 days before filing; first notice within 15 days of the accepted application; second notice 7 to 21 days before the public hearing. The SB 52 county meeting must fall 90 to 300 days before filing, so the two windows differ and two meetings are the likely reading; the library does not address combining them. Practice estimate: allow roughly 2 to 4 months for the conference, notices and meeting before filing.
	Required. Note: As of the cut-off: The OPSB's adopted rule revisions require two public informational meetings for each standard certificate application: the first describes the scope of the project and the second, held at least 90 days before filing, covers the application specifics. They took effect 2024-05-30 for applications filed on or after that date. Not in force on 2023-08-01: OAC 4906-3-03 as cited here requires one meeting. (2023-07-20) Basis: OAC 4906 3 OPSB application filing (OH-R-01c) p2, p3, p5, p13, p14; OPSB standard application process (OH-G-01a) p1; ORC 303.57 to 303.62 county restricted areas (OH-S-02a) p9.

	Board of county commissioners and boards of township trustees (county controls); Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB)
	SB 52 county controls on large solar facilities: restricted areas, the county public meeting and resolution, the two voting ad hoc board members, and the PJM exemption in Section 4 (Senate Bill 52, 134th General Assembly (effective 2021-10-11), including its uncodified Section 4; ORC 303.57 to 303.62, 4906.02, 4906.021 to 4906.025, 4906.101 to 4906.103, 4906.30 and 4906.31)
	A board of county commissioners may designate all or part of the unincorporated county as a restricted area where large solar facilities are prohibited. The resolution takes effect 30 days after adoption unless a referendum petition is filed, and no one may file an application for a prohibited facility there. Otherwise the developer must hold a public meeting in each county 90 to 300 days before applying; within 90 days the commissioners may prohibit the facility or limit its boundaries. The board includes two voting ad hoc members for the township trustees and county commissioners. Section 4 exempts a large solar facility in the PJM new services queue if, as of the act's effective date, its application had been found to comply with the application requirements and accepted by the board, and the applicant had a completed PJM system impact study and had paid the facilities study fee. Whether the county has designated a restricted area, and whether the exemption is met, are facts to confirm with the county and PJM records.
	Required
	Law: the county meeting is held 90 to 300 days before the application, and the commissioners may act within 90 days of it, so a filing cannot sensibly come sooner than about 90 days after the meeting (a reading of the two periods). A restricted-area resolution takes effect 30 days after adoption unless a referendum petition is filed.
	Required. Exemption check: the SB 52 Section 4 PJM exemption does not apply (position AH1-931 entered window AH1 (closed 2021-09-30); under the operator's published study timing its system impact study could not be complete before 2022-04-30). Note: As of the cut-off: SB 52 took effect. This is the 'effective date' that Section 4 uses for the PJM test (completed system impact study and paid facilities study fee) and that Section 5 uses for ad hoc members on applications not yet accepted. (2021-10-11) Basis: ORC 303.57 to 303.62 county restricted areas (OH-S-02a) p3, p9, p11; SB 52 LSC Final Analysis (OH-S-02c) p4, p6, p7; ORC 4906 Power Siting Board (OH-S-01) p24; SB 52 134th GA as enrolled (OH-S-02b) p13.

	Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB)
	OPSB-approved decommissioning plan (engineer-prepared, with cost estimate) and decommissioning performance bond for a large solar facility (ORC 4906.21, 4906.211, 4906.212, 4906.22, 4906.221 and 4906.222 (SB 52, effective 2021-10-11); OAC 4906-4-06(F)(5))
	SB 52 requires decommissioning for 'utility facilities', which include large solar facilities. At least 60 days before construction begins, the applicant must submit a comprehensive decommissioning plan to the OPSB for review and approval. A registered engineer prepares it, listing the responsible parties, a schedule that ends within 12 months of the facility ceasing operation, and a full cost estimate recalculated every five years. Before construction begins the applicant must also post a performance bond, with the board as obligee, equal to that estimate; it is updated every five years, increased if costs rise and never reduced. The application must also describe the decommissioning plan and any financial arrangements (OAC 4906-4-06(F)(5)). The library holds detailed decommissioning and bond rules only for wind farms, none for solar. SB 52's Section 4 says a qualifying large solar facility in the PJM new services queue is not subject to the act's provisions; read on its words that would include these decommissioning sections, which the act enacted, but the sources in force do not address the point.
	Required
	Law: the plan is due at least 60 days before construction begins; the bond is posted before construction begins; the cost estimate and the bond are updated every five years; the schedule must finish within 12 months of the facility ceasing operation. The library gives no review period for the OPSB's approval of the plan. Practice estimate: have the engineer's plan and the bond arrangement ready during the certificate review so the 60-day deadline does not hold up the start of construction.
	Required. Note: As of the cut-off: SB 52 took effect and enacted ORC 4906.21 to 4906.222. ORC 4906.21(A) refers to sections 4906.21 to 4906.232; the Legislative Service Commission's final analysis says 4906.232 is a technical error for 4906.222. (2021-10-11) Basis: ORC 4906 Power Siting Board (OH-S-01) p26, p28, p42; ORC 303.57 to 303.62 county restricted areas (OH-S-02a) p2; SB 52 LSC Final Analysis (OH-S-02c) p4, p14; OAC 4906 4 OPSB generation facility applications (OH-R-01d) p12.

	Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (Ohio EPA), Division of Surface Water
	Coverage under the construction stormwater general permit OHC000006 (Notice of Intent, SWP3 and post-construction controls) (ORC 6111.03 and 6111.04; NPDES general permit OHC000006 (effective 2023-04-23))
	ORC Chapter 6111 authorizes Ohio to take part in the national pollutant discharge elimination system; Ohio EPA covers construction stormwater through general permit OHC000006. Construction disturbing one or more acres, including smaller work in a larger common plan of development or sale, is eligible for coverage. To obtain it, the operator prepares a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWP3) and files a Notice of Intent with the fee; coverage is not effective until Ohio EPA's approval letter is received. At two or more acres of disturbance, post-construction practices must treat the water quality volume, the runoff from a 0.90-inch rainfall. For ground-mounted PV arrays, Ohio EPA's solar guidance (2022-04) says impervious surface disconnection over vegetated pervious ground may be an effective approach, but it cannot manage that volume over gravel or other hard surfaces, where piling disrupts sheet flow, or where runoff is collected in swales, ditches or storm sewers.
	Required
	Notice of Intent, SWP3 and fee at least 21 days before construction starts, or 45 days in the Big Darby Creek watershed and portions of the Olentangy watershed, where the SWP3 is attached to the NOI. Coverage is not effective until Ohio EPA's approval letter is received.
	Required. Also satisfies F-CWA402 (NPDES Construction Stormwater General Permit coverage and SWPPP). Note: As of the cut-off: Ohio EPA's construction stormwater general permit OHC000006 took effect (it expires 2028-04-22), replacing OHC000005, which was in force from 2018-04-23 to 2023-04-22. (2023-04-23) Basis: ORC 6111 water pollution isolated wetlands 401 (OH-S-04) p15; OEPA NPDES Construction Stormwater General Permit OHC000006 final (OH-G-03b) p3, p7, p20, p21; OEPA OHC000006 Fact Sheet final (OH-G-03c) p1; OEPA Guidance Post Construction Stormwater Management for Solar Panel Fields (OH-G-03g) p1, p2.

	Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (Ohio EPA), Division of Surface Water (401 Water Quality Certification and Isolated Wetland Permitting Section)
	Section 401 water quality certification (individual, or coverage under Ohio EPA's general certification of a Corps nationwide permit) (ORC 6111.03(O) and 6111.30; OAC Chapter 3745-32; Ohio EPA general 401 certification of the 2022 nationwide permits (2021-10-13))
	Anyone who needs a federal license or permit, such as a Corps Section 404 permit, for an activity that may discharge dredged or fill material to a water of the state must obtain a 401 certification from Ohio EPA before starting. No separate application is needed for a Corps nationwide permit that Ohio EPA has certified, if the project meets the certification's terms and conditions. Ohio EPA's certification of the 2022 nationwide permits carries conditions; for example, Category 3 wetland impacts above 0.1 acre need an individual certification, although Ohio EPA can grant coverage to a project that does not meet a condition (a director's authorization). For the 2021 nationwide permits, listed in the dated events, the Corps notice states that Ohio's certification was waived; confirm the treatment with the Corps district. An individual application must include current Corps correspondence on the jurisdictional status of the waters.
	Likely
	Individual certification: the application is due no later than 45 days after the Corps publishes its 404 public notice, and Ohio EPA acts within 180 days of a complete application. Nationwide permit with an Ohio EPA notification: work may proceed on Ohio EPA's written clearance, or once 45 calendar days have passed from Ohio EPA's receipt of the notification without a request for more information or an individual certification.
	Likely required. Also satisfies F-CWA401 (Section 401 Water Quality Certification). Note: As of the cut-off: The Corps' notice for the 16 nationwide permits that took effect on this date (NWPs 12, 21, 29, 39, 40, 42, 43, 44, 48, 50, 51, 52, 55, 56, 57 and 58, which include NWP 51 for land-based renewable energy and NWP 57 for electric utility lines) states that Ohio's Section 401 certification was waived for them. (2021-03-15) The 41 nationwide permits reissued for 2022 (including NWP 14, linear transportation projects) took effect with Ohio EPA's general Section 401 certification, issued with conditions on 2021-10-13; they expire 2026-03-14. (2022-02-25) Basis: OAC 3745 32 section 401 certification (OH-R-03b) p5, p6, p7; ORC 6111 water pollution isolated wetlands 401 (OH-S-04) p39; OEPA 401 WQC for the 2022 Nationwide Permits 41 NWPs Ohio EPA ID 217512 (F-23a) p5, p6, p13; Huntington District PN Nationwide Permits for Ohio 16 NWPs regional conditions (F-22a) p4.

	Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (Ohio EPA), Division of Surface Water
	State isolated wetland permit for filling an isolated wetland (Level 1 general permit, or Level 2 or Level 3 individual permit) (ORC 6111.02 to 6111.028; OAC 3745-1-50 to 3745-1-54; Ohio EPA Level 1 isolated wetland general permit (effective 2022-07-21))
	No one may fill an isolated wetland, meaning a wetland not subject to regulation under the federal Water Pollution Control Act, without an Ohio EPA isolated wetland permit. Review depends on wetland category and acreage. Level 1, a general permit: Category 1 or 2, one-half acre or less. Level 2, an individual permit: Category 1 over one-half acre, or Category 2 over one-half acre up to three acres. Level 3, an individual permit: Category 2 over three acres, or any Category 3. Ohio EPA lists review periods of 30, 90 and 180 days, public notice for Levels 2 and 3, and a mandatory hearing for Category 3. A Level 1 notice needs an ORAM 5.0 form for each wetland and a Corps determination that the wetlands are not waters of the United States; a preliminary jurisdictional determination treats all wetlands as federal.
	Likely
	Ohio EPA review periods: 30 days for a Level 1 general permit, 90 days for a Level 2 individual permit and 180 days for a Level 3 individual permit, as listed on Ohio EPA's program page.
	Likely required. Note: As of the cut-off: Ohio EPA's Level 1 isolated wetland general permit (Category 1 and 2 wetlands, one-half acre or less) took effect and runs to 2027-07-21; it was in force on the cut-off. (2022-07-21) Sackett v. EPA held that the Clean Water Act reaches an adjacent wetland only if it has a continuous surface connection to a relatively permanent water of the United States, so more wetlands can fall outside federal jurisdiction and count as isolated under ORC 6111.02. By 2023-07-20 the federal agencies' implementation page said they would interpret waters of the United States consistent with the decision. (2023-05-25) Basis: ORC 6111 water pollution isolated wetlands 401 (OH-S-04) p2, p21, p22, p24, p28; OEPA Level 1 Isolated Wetland General Permit 228038 (OH-G-02i) p2; OEPA 401 Water Quality Certification and Isolated Wetland Permits web page (OH-G-02g) p1.

	Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR), Division of Water Resources
	ODNR construction permit for a dam, including a stormwater pond embankment, above the statutory exemption thresholds (ORC 1521.06 and 1521.062; OAC Chapter 1501:21 (dam safety rules))
	No dam may be built to store, conserve or retard water, or for any other purpose, without a construction permit. A permit is not required for a dam under ten feet high that stores 50 acre-feet or less, for a dam of 15 acre-feet or less, or for a dam six feet or less in height, as the chief determines; in effect, a permit is needed for a dam ten feet or higher that stores more than 15 acre-feet, or one over six feet high that stores more than 50 acre-feet. Ohio's Rainwater and Land Development manual says ponds with dams are regulated under the dam safety rules (Chapter 1501:21). The application needs engineer-prepared plans with a cost estimate, a filing fee and a bond; an engineer inspects the construction, and dams are later inspected periodically.
	Conditional
	The chief issues or denies the construction permit within 30 days of receiving the application, fee and bond or other security; dams are then inspected at intervals set by the chief that do not exceed five years.
	Required only if triggered. Required only if a pond or basin embankment exceeds the size exemptions; basins designed under them need no permit. Trigger: A pond embankment, such as a stormwater basin, or other dam that is not exempt by size: ten feet or higher storing more than 15 acre-feet, or over six feet high storing more than 50 acre-feet. Basis: ORC 1521.06 1521.062 dams (OH-S-13) p1, p2, p3, p6; Rainwater and Land Development manual chapters in force (OH-G-03j) p77.

	Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR): Division of Wildlife (state-listed wildlife and its part of the Environmental Review) and Division of Natural Areas and Preserves (state-listed plants)
	Protection of state-listed wildlife and plants: no take of endangered wildlife without a Division of Wildlife permit; ODNR Environmental Review and any species surveys, including bat surveys and tree-clearing windows (ORC 1531.25; OAC 1501:31-23-01 (effective 2022-07-01); ORC 1518.02; OAC 1501:18-1-03 (effective 2022-11-01); ODNR Environmental Review; ODNR Division of Wildlife and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) joint guidance for bat surveys and tree clearing (May 2022))
	Ohio protects endangered wildlife by rule (OAC 1501:31-23-01, under ORC 1531.25); the list includes the Indiana, northern long-eared, little brown and tricolored bats. Taking or possessing a listed animal without a written permit is generally unlawful. The statute directs the rules to provide permits for zoological, educational, scientific and propagation purposes, and the sources describe no incidental-take permit for a solar project. Endangered and threatened plants are covered by ORC 1518.02, which bars willful destruction or removal without the written permission of the owner, lessee or person entitled to possession, so its direct reach is limited where that permission exists. ODNR asks that a project going to the Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB) use its Environmental Review. ORC 4906.13(B) bars public agencies from requiring approvals or permits for a facility authorized by an OPSB certificate; whether that displaces a Division of Wildlife take permit is not addressed in the sources.
	Likely
	Tree clearing, as the joint ODNR Division of Wildlife and USFWS guidance (May 2022) states it: for a project outside a known bat record buffer that proposes tree clearing between April 1 and September 31 (sic, the guidance's wording), a presence/probable absence survey may be conducted between June 1 and August 15, and if none is performed presence of listed bats is assumed. Where a desktop assessment finds potential hibernacula, the guidance says to assume bats are using them and refrain from clearing trees from March 15 to November 15, or to conduct a field habitat assessment. The library holds the May 2022 edition of the guidance, the latest archived before 2023-08-01; a later edition may have replaced it before that date but could not be verified. No statutory period for ODNR's Environmental Review appears in the sources.
	Likely required. Note: As of the cut-off: USFWS reclassification of the northern long-eared bat from threatened to endangered took effect (final rule 87 FR 73488, effective date delayed to 2023-03-31 by 88 FR 4908). The May 2022 joint guidance and ODNR's July 2022 listed-species publication still describe it as federally threatened, and the guidance refers to the 4(d) rule. (2023-03-31) Basis: ORC 1531.08 1531.25 1518 endangered species (OH-S-05) p2, p9; OAC 1501 31 23 01 endangered wild animals (OH-R-05a) p1, p14; ORC 4906 Power Siting Board (OH-S-01) p20; ODNR DOW environmental review and natural heritage requests page (OH-G-05b) p1; ODNR DOW USFWS joint bat survey and tree clearing guidance 2022 (OH-G-05i) p4, p6.

	Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR), whose conditions are applied through the Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB) certificate review
	ODNR conditions for solar facilities, applied through OPSB review: environmental resource surveys, wildlife-permeable fencing, pollinator vegetation, mowing season and listed-species reporting (ODNR Guidance for Proposed Solar Energy Facilities in Ohio (updated 2022-04-07), agency guidance; Ohio Solar Site Pollinator Habitat Planning and Assessment Form (version March 2018))
	ODNR's solar guidance sets conditions it expects in the site development plan of every solar facility under OPSB regulation; it is guidance applied through OPSB review, and the sources show no separate permit. Surveys: resource surveys as in ODNR's Environmental Review, delineation of wetlands and streams before the OPSB application is filed, and recommended minimum buffers of 120 feet (Category 1 and 2 wetlands) and 300 feet (Category 3). Fencing: gaps of at least 6 by 6 inches for small mammals. Vegetation: at least 70% of the developed project area in beneficial vegetation, scoring at least 80 points on the pollinator form (which rewards staggered mowing), with routine mowing limited to fall and spring; the guidance says the requirement does not apply to sites committed to alternative agricultural uses to control vegetation. Listed species found in construction: 24-hour notice to OPSB staff, ODNR's Division of Wildlife and USFWS; work halted.
	Likely
	Before the OPSB application is filed: environmental resource surveys and delineation of wetlands and streams. During construction: notice to OPSB staff, ODNR Division of Wildlife and USFWS within 24 hours of any state or federal listed species encountered, with work that could adversely impact it halted until a course of action is agreed. During operation: routine mowing limited to fall and spring seasons, as needed.
	Likely required. Note: As of the cut-off: OPSB adopted revised rules in OAC Chapters 4906-1 to 4906-7 that add solar-facility requirements, including small-wildlife-permeable perimeter fencing and noxious-weed control. They were subject to rehearing and JCARR review and were not in effect on 2023-08-01. (2023-07-20) Basis: ODNR guidance for proposed solar energy facilities (OH-G-05j) p1, p2; ODNR Ohio solar site pollinator habitat planning and assessment form (OH-G-05k) p1.

	Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB) for the application content; Ohio History Connection, State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), for survey standards and review
	Cultural and archaeological resources information in the OPSB application, supported by SHPO-standard archaeology and history/architecture surveys and SHPO review (OAC 4906-4-08(D) (effective 2018-04-26); ORC 149.53; SHPO Archaeology Guidelines (2022) and Guidelines for Conducting History/Architecture Surveys in Ohio (2014); National Historic Preservation Act Section 106 where a federal permit or approval applies)
	An OPSB certificate application for a generating facility must map registered landmarks of historic, religious, archaeological or other cultural significance within ten miles of the project area, evaluate the facility's impact on them and describe plans to avoid or mitigate adverse impact (OAC 4906-4-08(D)). SHPO sets the survey standards it reviews: its archaeology guidelines prescribe report formats, and its history/architecture guidelines require a qualified principal investigator for compliance surveys. Section 106 review, in which SHPO takes part, is a routine part of planning for projects with federal funding, permits, licenses or approvals. ORC 149.53 provides, whenever practical, for archaeological and historic survey in planning, including before work on a public improvement begins; SHPO says there is no formal consultation process under it, though its phased approach is typically followed, and the sources do not say whether it reaches a private facility certificated by the OPSB.
	Required
	Under Section 106 the regulations give SHPO thirty days to respond to submissions that meet 36 CFR 800.11, and incomplete submissions may need further information and analysis (SHPO form instructions). The sources state no period for comment under ORC 149.53, for which SHPO says there is no formal process.
	Required. Basis: OAC 4906 4 OPSB generation facility applications (OH-R-01d) p29; ORC 149.51 to 149.55 historic preservation (OH-S-16) p3; OHC SHPO archaeology guidelines section fieldwork (OH-G-07c) p5; OHC SHPO archaeology guidelines section report formats (OH-G-07d) p4; OHC SHPO guidelines for conducting history architecture surveys (OH-G-07f) p11; OHC SHPO about section 106 page (OH-G-07i) p1; OHC SHPO section 106 project summary form instructions (OH-G-07u) p1.

	Ohio History Connection, State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), for burial-place guidance; cemetery officers and the court (disinterment); Ohio Department of Commerce, Division of Real Estate (cemetery registration)
	Avoidance of cemeteries and burial places (SHPO guidance); disinterment under ORC 517.23 and 517.24 if remains must be moved; stop work and notify if human remains are found (ORC 517.21 to 517.24; ORC Chapter 4767; ORC 2927.11; SHPO Archaeology Guidelines, Cemeteries, Burial Mounds, and Other Burial Places (November 2022))
	The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) recommends preservation in place, with a 100-foot buffer shown on plans and fenced during construction; if 100 feet is not possible, geophysical survey and SHPO consultation set the avoidance area. Moving remains means disinterment. After an application is filed with the cemetery and costs are paid, it must follow within thirty days, subject to the statute's exceptions (ORC 517.23); a person not qualified to apply may obtain a court order (ORC 517.24(B)). Trustees or directors may order an abandoned cemetery discontinued and its remains removed (ORC 517.21). The sources do not say how these procedures apply to an isolated burial on private land. Purposely damaging a cemetery or Indian mound or earthwork without privilege is prohibited (ORC 2927.11). Cemetery registration (ORC 4767.02 to 4767.04) excludes family cemeteries and those with no interments in 25 years, so records may omit burial grounds.
	Likely
	Disinterment: within thirty days after an application is filed with the cemetery and costs are paid, subject to the statute's exceptions (ORC 517.23(A)(1)). On an inadvertent discovery, all ground-disturbing activity within a 150-foot radius of the burial place must cease, and the discovery be reported to the county medical examiner or coroner, local law enforcement, the applicant, the landowner and SHPO (SHPO guidance).
	Likely required. Basis: ORC 517 2927.11 4767 1721 cemeteries (OH-S-06) p1, p3, p6, p18, p22; OHC SHPO archaeology guidelines section cemeteries burial mounds (OH-G-07e) p6, p10, p11.

	County auditor (agricultural district and CAUV administration, recoupment charge, withdrawal penalty); Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB) (agricultural district impact in the certificate decision)
	Recoupment of CAUV tax savings and agricultural district withdrawal penalty when land leaves agricultural use, and the OPSB's review of agricultural district land (a cost and a review, not a permit) (ORC 929.01 to 929.05 (agricultural districts); ORC 5713.30 to 5713.38 (current agricultural use valuation, CAUV); ORC 4906.10(A)(7); OAC 4906-4-08(E))
	Two county programs govern farmland: current agricultural use value (CAUV), a property-tax relief program, and agricultural districts under ORC Chapter 929. Neither is a permit; the cost arises when land leaves agricultural use. On conversion, a charge is levied equal to the tax savings on the converted land over the three preceding tax years. Withdrawal from an agricultural district, which includes conversion to a non-agricultural use, adds a penalty of a percentage of that charge equal to the average bank prime rate. No charge is levied where the conversion is incident to constructing an energy facility, as defined in ORC 5727.01, and the rest of the parcel stays in agricultural use; that definition was not in the source library, so confirm that a solar and storage facility qualifies. The OPSB weighs impact on agricultural district land in its certificate findings and requires agricultural and district land to be mapped.
	Likely
	The CAUV recoupment reaches back three tax years before the year of conversion (ORC 5713.34(A)(1)); the district penalty uses the average bank prime rate at the time that charge is required to be paid (ORC 929.02(D)(1)(a)).
	Likely required. Basis: ODA agricultural district form page (OH-G-08g) p1; ORC 929 5713 5301 farmland CAUV easements (OH-S-08) p1, p5, p21, p29; ORC 4906 Power Siting Board (OH-S-01) p17; OAC 4906 4 OPSB generation facility applications (OH-R-01d) p31.

	Ohio Department of Development (Director of Development certifies); board of county commissioners of each county where project property is located (approval or alternative energy zone resolution); county treasurer (service payments)
	Optional qualified energy project tax exemption with annual payment in lieu of taxes, approved by the board of county commissioners or under an alternative energy zone resolution (an incentive, not a permit) (ORC 5727.75 (version effective 2022-07-21))
	An optional tax incentive that needs the county's approval; it is not a permit. A project that the Director of Development certifies as a qualified energy project using renewable energy resources has its tangible personal property exempt from taxation for tax years 2011 through 2025 if the statutory conditions are met. For a project of twenty megawatts or greater, a board of county commissioners in a county where project property is located must have adopted a resolution approving the application, either for the project or by declaring the county an alternative energy zone, which treats later applications as approved. The owner makes annual service payments in lieu of taxes to the county treasurer; for a solar energy project the payment is seven thousand dollars per megawatt of nameplate capacity in the county.
	Likely
	Applications to the Director of Development are due on or before 2024-12-31 for a project using renewable energy resources (ORC 5727.75(E)(1)(a)). Construction must begin before 2025-01-01, counted from the earlier of the application for a certificate or other approval or the construction contract (ORC 5727.75(B)(1)(b)). A county board sends notice of its resolution within thirty days after receipt of the application, or a longer period if the Director authorizes (ORC 5727.75(E)(1)(b)).
	Likely required. Basis: ORC 5727.75 qualified energy projects PILOT (OH-S-11) p1, p2, p3, p4, p8.

	Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) for state highways; local authorities for hauling permits on highways under their jurisdiction; board of county commissioners (obstructions in highways outside the state system)
	Special hauling permits for oversize or overweight loads, ODOT right-of-way and access permits, and county approval of obstructions in highways outside the state system (ORC 4513.34; ORC 5515.01 and 5515.02; ORC 5547.04; ODOT State Highway Access Management Manual; OAC 4906-4-06(F))
	ODOT, for the state highway system, and local authorities, for highways under their jurisdiction, issue special regional heavy hauling permits on written application; a local authority may require a mutual agreement to compensate for or repair excess roadway damage as a condition of an overweight permit. ODOT right-of-way permits cover work in state right-of-way such as field driveways, utility work, pipeline installation and soil boring; the director may permit use or occupancy of the state highway system, and a permit holder must relocate its property if the director considers it an obstruction. Outside the state system, an obstruction in a highway needs the approval of the board of county commissioners. The OPSB application must describe road and bridge impacts and repairs and list all transportation permits.
	Likely
	ODOT's access management manual says decisions on an access request are generally provided within 30 calendar days after all necessary application information is provided and correct (State Highway Access Management Manual, section 2.3).
	Likely required. Basis: ORC 4513.34 5515 5547.04 5571.16 roads (OH-S-10) p1, p3, p6, p8, p10; ODOT right of way and utility permits page driveways (OH-G-09d) p1; ODOT state highway access management manual SHAMM page (OH-G-09f) p1; OAC 4906 4 OPSB generation facility applications (OH-R-01d) p12.

	Board of county commissioners (or the joint board of county commissioners for a joint county ditch) and the county engineer; Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB) (field tile requirements in the certificate application)
	Petition proceeding before the board of county commissioners (or joint board) for any alteration of a county or joint county ditch, respect for the county's maintenance easement, and field tile protection and repair under the OPSB rules (ORC Chapters 6131, 6133 and 6137 (versions effective 2021-03-24); OAC 4906-4-08(E))
	A petition for a county ditch goes to the board of county commissioners; where land in two or more counties is affected, a joint board of the counties' commissioners conducts the proceeding. For a single county ditch the county engineer has general charge of repair and maintenance. Filling, tiling, boxing, arching, relocating or otherwise changing a ditch is an improvement, which begins with a petition to the board. The permanent maintenance easement is not more than twenty-five feet from the top of the bank on an open ditch and not more than eighty feet centered on the centerline of a closed ditch. The chapters do not themselves set out a separate ditch-crossing permit, so confirm with the county engineer what a crossing needs. The OPSB application must show avoidance or minimization of damage to field tile and timely repair at the applicant's expense.
	Conditional
	After a petition is filed, the board sets a view between thirty and one hundred twenty days later and a first hearing thirty to ninety days after the view (ORC 6131.07(B)).
	Required only if triggered. Applies only where a county or joint county ditch lies within or beside the project area. Trigger: The project would alter a county or joint county ditch, or build in the strip along it that maintenance crews may use. Basis: ORC 6131 6133 6137 county ditches (OH-S-09) p1, p6, p10, p79, p101, p111; OAC 4906 4 OPSB generation facility applications (OH-R-01d) p32.

	Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT), Office of Aviation (permit); Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB) (certificated facilities, after consulting the Office of Aviation)
	ODOT Office of Aviation permit for a structure that may obstruct air navigation near an airport; not required for a facility holding an OPSB certificate, which is reviewed through the OPSB process (ORC 4561.30 to 4561.39 (Ohio Airport Protection Act); ORC 4561.341; ORC 4906.10(A)(5))
	No person may begin to install a structure or object of natural growth, any part of which will or is reasonably expected to penetrate an airport's clear zone, horizontal, conical, primary, approach or transitional surface, without an ODOT permit. "Airport" means one certified for commercial purposes by ODOT; ODOT's guidance applies the permit to airports open to the public, and a filed FAA Form 7460-1 meets the state application requirement. ODOT grants or denies the permit by deciding whether the height and location would obstruct air navigation. A person who receives an OPSB certificate is not required to apply. Instead, if the Office of Aviation finds an obstruction, it gives the OPSB that determination in writing with either the conditions needed to remove it or a statement that compliance may be waived, and the OPSB must consult the Office.
	Conditional
	File not less than thirty days nor more than two years before the planned start of installation; the department may waive this period for unforeseen emergencies (ORC 4561.33(B)).
	Required only if triggered. Not required for a project holding an OPSB certificate; otherwise it applies only to structures that would penetrate an airport's protected surfaces. Trigger: A structure or object of natural growth that will penetrate, or is reasonably expected to penetrate, a protected surface of an airport open to the public, for a project that has not received an OPSB certificate. Basis: ORC 4561.30 to 4561.39 airport obstructions (OH-S-07) p1, p2, p3, p6, p8, p14; ORC 4906 Power Siting Board (OH-S-01) p17; ODOT Office of Aviation airport protection act page (OH-G-09b) p1.

	Local fire code official (construction permits); State Fire Marshal (state fire code rules)
	Ohio Fire Code construction permits for solar photovoltaic power systems and stationary storage battery systems, and the Section 608 battery requirements (ORC 3737.82; OAC 1301:7-7-01 (Ohio Fire Code rules 105.7.2 and 105.7.15, effective 2019-01-05); OAC 1301:7-7-06 (Section 608, effective 2017-12-15); ORC 4906.13)
	The Ohio Fire Code, adopted by the State Fire Marshal, lists a construction permit for solar photovoltaic power systems (rule 105.7.15) and a permit for stationary storage battery systems above 50 gallons of liquid capacity (105.7.2); Section 608 sets requirements for large battery systems used for standby, emergency or uninterruptible power. The local fire code official may, but need not, run a permit program. Whether these permits reach a facility certificated by the Power Siting Board is a legal question. ORC 4906.13 bars any public agency or political subdivision from requiring an approval or permit for such a facility, while preserving state laws protecting construction employees and municipal regulations that do not pertain to its location, design or pollution control, and the Fire Code exempts structures and premises under the Board's exclusive jurisdiction to the extent of that exclusivity. How the liquid-capacity trigger applies to lithium-ion systems is also unclear.
	Conditional
	To be confirmed
	Required only if triggered. Only where the local fire code official runs a construction permit program and the requirement reaches the facility: the Fire Code's scope exempts structures and premises under the Power Siting Board's exclusive jurisdiction, and ORC 4906.13 bars local permits for a certificated facility. Trigger: Installing or modifying a solar photovoltaic power system, or installing a stationary storage battery system above the rule's capacity thresholds, in a jurisdiction whose fire code official issues construction permits and where the requirement reaches the facility. Basis: OAC 1301 7 7 01 05 06 Ohio Fire Code as in force (OH-R-11e) p2, p14, p26, p28, p104; ORC 4906 Power Siting Board (OH-S-01) p20; ORC 3781.06 3781.061 3737.82 building fire code scope (OH-S-18) p1.

	Certified municipal, township or county building department with jurisdiction; Ohio Board of Building Standards (rules); Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB) (may condition its approval on a building department review)
	Ohio Building Code plan approval for project buildings (operation and maintenance building, control houses), subject to the Code's exclusion for structures directly related to operating a Power Siting Board-regulated generating plant (ORC 3781.06; OAC 4101:1-1-01 (Ohio Building Code, Chapter 1, effective 2018-08-01); OAC 4101:1-31-01 (Section 3111, effective 2017-11-01))
	ORC 3781.06 requires buildings to be safe and sanitary and defines a building as any structure with foundations, walls, columns, girders, beams, floors and roof, or a combination of those parts. The Ohio Building Code (OBC) applies to every building or structure, with exceptions. Exception 11 excludes structures on the premises of, and directly related to the operation of, a generating plant that is a major utility facility regulated by the Power Siting Board; as a condition of the Board's approval the building department may be asked to review and inspect them but has no enforcement authority. The text does not say whether an operation and maintenance building or control house is "directly related to the operation". A building within the OBC needs construction documents approved by the building department. OBC Section 3111 requires photovoltaic panels and modules to comply with the OBC and the fire code.
	Likely
	Failure to approve plans within thirty days after filing, or disapproval, is an adjudication order denying a license, which carries the opportunity for an adjudication hearing (OBC 107.2.1).
	Likely required. Basis: ORC 3781.06 3781.061 3737.82 building fire code scope (OH-S-18) p2, p3; OAC 4101 1 OBC chapters 1 3 16 27 31 as in force (OH-R-11d) p1, p3, p11, p29, p30, p188.

	Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB)
	Noise information in the OPSB certificate application: construction and operating noise at the nearest property boundary, levels at sensitive receptors within one mile, a day and night background study, and mitigation including construction hours (OAC 4906-4-08(A)(3) (application noise information))
	The application must describe construction noise and operating noise expected at the nearest property boundary, locate noise-sensitive areas within one mile of the facility and give the operating noise level at each habitable residence, school, church and other sensitive receptor (any occupied building) by day and by night, describe equipment and procedures to mitigate noise, including limits on the time of day for construction, and include a preconstruction background noise study with day and night measurements. The rules in force set no numeric noise limit for a solar facility: the operating limit and construction hours in OAC 4906-4-09 then applied to wind farms only (rule title 'Regulations associated with wind farms').
	Required
	Part of the OPSB application (see OH-OPSB); the background noise study needs day and night measurements before filing.
	Required. Note: As of the cut-off: The OPSB adopted revised rules effective 2024-05-30. OAC 4906-4-09 becomes 'Regulations associated with renewable energy generation facilities', with an operating noise limit for solar and wind (the greater of 40 dBA or the ambient L50 plus 5 dBA at non-participating sensitive receptors within one mile of the project boundary), construction hours, and minimum setbacks from solar modules (50 ft from non-participating parcel boundaries, 300 ft from non-participating residences, 150 ft from the edge of road pavement). Amendments apply only to applications filed after the rule's effective date. Not in force on 2023-08-01. (2023-07-20) Basis: OAC 4906 4 OPSB generation facility applications (OH-R-01d) p19, p20, p21, p33.

	Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB)
	Distances from generation equipment to structures and property lines in the OPSB application (no minimum setback for solar before 2024-05-30) (OAC 4906-4-08(C)(1)(b) (distance table))
	No minimum setback from homes, property lines or roads applies to a solar facility under the OPSB rules in force; the statutory and rule setbacks are for wind turbines. The application must table the distance to every structure and property line within 1,500 feet of the generation equipment, and within 250 feet of a collection line, access road or other associated facility, and say whether each property is leased by the applicant. Separation from homes is therefore documented in the application and settled in the certificate, not set by a fixed distance.
	Required
	Part of the OPSB application (see OH-OPSB).
	Required. Note: As of the cut-off: The OPSB adopted revised rules effective 2024-05-30. OAC 4906-4-09 becomes 'Regulations associated with renewable energy generation facilities', with an operating noise limit for solar and wind (the greater of 40 dBA or the ambient L50 plus 5 dBA at non-participating sensitive receptors within one mile of the project boundary), construction hours, and minimum setbacks from solar modules (50 ft from non-participating parcel boundaries, 300 ft from non-participating residences, 150 ft from the edge of road pavement). Amendments apply only to applications filed after the rule's effective date. Not in force on 2023-08-01. (2023-07-20) Basis: OAC 4906 4 OPSB generation facility applications (OH-R-01d) p26, p33.

	Carroll County Floodplain Administrator
	Floodplain development permit for development in a Special Flood Hazard Area (Carroll County Special Purpose Flood Damage Reduction regulations (county flood plain regulations), revised 2010-04-08 (section 1.1 cites ORC 307.37 and 307.85); FEMA Community Status Book for Ohio of 2023-05-11 (Carroll County, CID 390763B))
	Development wholly or partly in, or in contact with, a Special Flood Hazard Area on the county's adopted flood maps needs a floodplain development permit from the Floodplain Administrator before work starts. The county's definition may also reach flood-prone areas designated from other sources, such as historical flood information and flood-prone soils associated with a watercourse, so a FEMA-map screen may understate it. FEMA's Community Status Book of 2023-05-11 lists Carroll County (CID 390763B) in the National Flood Program; by column position in the PDF its current effective map date is 2018-09-14. The regulations list 'Major utility facilities permitted by the Ohio Power Siting Board under Section 4906' among the exemptions from filing, and an exempt action is exempt from the standards too. ORC 4906.13(B) likewise bars a political subdivision from requiring 'any approval, consent, permit, certificate, or other condition' for an OPSB-certificated facility, so the permit matters mainly for work outside the certificate.
	Likely
	The Floodplain Administrator approves or disapproves within 30 days after a complete application, and every permit is conditional upon the commencement of work within one year (regulations section 3.5(B)).
	Likely required. Note: As of the cut-off: Initial effective date of the Carroll County Flood Insurance Rate Map, as stated in the county regulations' definition of 'New Construction'; it matches the initial-FIRM column of FEMA's row. (1990-09-28) County flood damage reduction regulations revised (revision date on their cover); no later revision is in the library. (2010-04-08) Current effective map date for Carroll County in FEMA's Community Status Book of 2023-05-11 (identified by column position in the PDF; the extracted text lists 09/14/18, 09/28/90, 09/28/90 and 11/04/77 without labels). (2018-09-14) ORC 4906.13 (No local jurisdiction) took effect in the version in force on 2023-08-01 (House Bill 6, 133rd General Assembly). (2019-10-22) Date of the FEMA Community Status Book for Ohio used here. (2023-05-11) Basis: Carroll County OH Flood Plain Regulations revised 2010 04 08 (L-OH-04a) p2, p9, p11, p13, p14; FEMA Community Status Book Ohio (L-OH-04b) p3; ORC 4906 Power Siting Board (OH-S-01) p20.

	Carroll County Engineer and Board of County Commissioners (county roads)
	County engineer permits for work in the county road right-of-way and for driveways (County Engineer's Permit for the Use of the County Highway Right-of-Way (rev. 4/2022) and Driveway Permit for Construction within the County Right-of-Way Limits (rev. 5/2020); ORC 5547.04)
	Work within a county road right-of-way needs the Permit for the Use of the County Highway Right-of-Way from the County Engineer's office, with a drawing of the work; underground lines parallel to the road run at least 30 inches deep behind the ditch line. A driveway that connects to a county road needs a permit from the Board of County Commissioners issued through the County Engineer; the form has a temporary-access option, removed when the project ends, with traffic-control measures. The Engineer's page also lists a Roadway Use and Maintenance Agreement for Power Facilities (form text not in the library). ORC 5547.04 bars erecting an obstruction within a highway other than a state highway without the approval of the board of county commissioners. ORC 4906.13(B) bars a political subdivision from requiring 'any approval, consent, permit, certificate, or other condition' for an OPSB-certificated facility, while OAC 4906-4-06(F)(4) has the applicant list all transportation permits required; the sources do not settle whether these permits bind a certificated project.
	Likely
	No review period is stated in the sources; the County Engineer's Office must be notified two working days before work starts in the right-of-way (right-of-way permit condition 3).
	Likely required. Note: As of the cut-off: ORC 4906.13 (No local jurisdiction) took effect in the version in force on 2023-08-01 (House Bill 6, 133rd General Assembly). (2019-10-22) Basis: Carroll County OH Engineer Right of Way Permit rev 2022 04 (L-OH-06b) p1; Carroll County OH Engineer Driveway Construction Permit rev 2020 05 (L-OH-06a) p1, p2; Carroll County OH Engineer page (L-OH-06e) p1; ORC 4513.34 5515 5547.04 5571.16 roads (OH-S-10) p10; ORC 4906 Power Siting Board (OH-S-01) p20; OAC 4906 4 OPSB generation facility applications (OH-R-01d) p12.

	Carroll County Engineer and Board of County Commissioners (county roads); township trustees (township roads)
	County special hauling permit for oversize or overweight loads (county roads; township trustees to be contacted for township roads) (Carroll County Special Hauling Permit (rev. 05/2020) with road bond form; ORC 4513.34)
	Heavy hauling over county roads needs an approved Special Hauling Permit before any hauling starts, at no charge; the township trustees must be contacted for township roads. A bond of at least $25,000 per mile is required, with the County Commissioners listed as obligee, and a separate Shared Road Use Maintenance Agreement may be required where a road already has one. From December 1 to May 15 legal load limits on county and township roads fall 25% and heavy hauling may be permitted only when the roadway is frozen. The County Engineer prices road damage and bills it, and the bond is returned or transferred by the road's condition after hauling. ORC 4513.34 has local authorities issue special heavy hauling permits for loads above the legal size or weight. ORC 4906.13(B) bars a political subdivision from requiring 'any approval, consent, permit, certificate, or other condition' for an OPSB-certificated facility; the sources do not settle whether that reaches this permit.
	Likely
	No review period is stated in the sources; legal load limits fall 25% from December 1 to May 15, and heavy hauling in that period may be permitted only when the roadway is frozen and the County Engineer's Office is contacted before each haul.
	Likely required. Note: As of the cut-off: ORC 4906.13 (No local jurisdiction) took effect in the version in force on 2023-08-01 (House Bill 6, 133rd General Assembly). (2019-10-22) Basis: Carroll County OH Engineer Special Hauling Permit 2022 04 (L-OH-06c) p1; ORC 4513.34 5515 5547.04 5571.16 roads (OH-S-10) p1; ORC 4906 Power Siting Board (OH-S-01) p20.

	Carroll County Engineer (bridges of ten feet or more) and township trustees (culverts on township roads)
	Culvert and bridge responsibilities on township roads (County Engineer's township road culvert policy); township driveway-culvert permits where required (Carroll County Engineer's policy on township road culverts (revised 2014-10-01); ORC 5571.16)
	The County Engineer's township road culvert policy divides responsibility. A bridge is a structure of ten feet or more clear span or diameter, and the County Engineer builds and maintains all highway bridges on county and township roads. A culvert is a structure under ten feet; its road's maintenance jurisdiction builds and maintains it, so townships handle culverts on township roads, and the county may help with replacement on a formal township request, at its discretion. A township board may by resolution require a permit for a driveway culvert or an excavation in a township highway (ORC 5571.16); the library holds no township resolution. A qualified energy project of 20 MW or more must repair roads, bridges and culverts affected by construction as the county engineer determines (ORC 5727.75(F)(4)). ORC 4906.13(B) bars a political subdivision, a township included, from requiring 'any approval, consent, permit, certificate, or other condition' for an OPSB-certificated facility; the sources do not settle whether that reaches township culvert permits.
	Likely
	No review period is stated in the policy or in ORC 5571.16.
	Likely required. Note: As of the cut-off: County Engineer's township road culverts policy last revised (the policy text reads 'Policy Revised: 10/1/14'). (2014-10-01) ORC 4906.13 (No local jurisdiction) took effect in the version in force on 2023-08-01 (House Bill 6, 133rd General Assembly). (2019-10-22) Basis: Carroll County OH Township Road Culverts Policy OCR (L-OH-06d) p1; ORC 4513.34 5515 5547.04 5571.16 roads (OH-S-10) p11; ORC 5727.75 qualified energy projects PILOT (OH-S-11) p5; ORC 4906 Power Siting Board (OH-S-01) p20.

	Carroll County Regional Planning Commission
	Subdivision approval (no-plat minor subdivision or plat) if the project divides parcels, for example a substation parcel conveyed to a utility (Carroll County Subdivision Regulations (originally adopted 1973-02-26; revision effective 2017-08-16), enacted under ORC Chapter 711)
	The regulations apply to dividing a parcel into lots, any one of which is under five acres; a division into parcels of more than five acres with no new street or access easement is outside them. A division of no more than five lots along an existing public street, with no new street, may be submitted for approval without a plat; staff approve or deny within seven full working days, and that approval does not relieve the applicant of Health District or County Engineer requirements. Other divisions go through the plat process, in which the Commission acts on a final plat within 30 days or it is deemed approved. Land within three miles of a city or one and one-half miles of a village that has enacted platting jurisdiction is carved out, so check municipal platting there. ORC 4906.13(B) bars a political subdivision from requiring 'any approval, consent, permit, certificate, or other condition' for an OPSB-certificated facility; the sources do not settle whether that reaches platting of land conveyed to a utility.
	Likely
	No-plat minor subdivision: approved or denied within seven full working days after submission. Final plat: acted on within 30 days after filing, otherwise deemed approved.
	Likely required. Note: As of the cut-off: Subdivision regulations originally adopted (revision page of the regulations). (1973-02-26) Regulations revised; the revision page lists approval by the County Commissioners on 2017-06-01 and by the Regional Planning Commission on 2017-08-15. (2017-07-10) Effective date handwritten on the cover, read from the page image; the OCR text garbles it as 'August iv, 20/7'. (2017-08-16) ORC 4906.13 (No local jurisdiction) took effect in the version in force on 2023-08-01 (House Bill 6, 133rd General Assembly). (2019-10-22) Basis: Carroll County OH Subdivision Regulations adopted 2017 08 16 OCR (L-OH-09a) p9, p17, p21, p62; ORC 4906 Power Siting Board (OH-S-01) p20.

	Carroll County Board of Commissioners and Regional Planning Commission (plan sponsors; advisory, no approval issued)
	Consistency with the county comprehensive plan (advisory) (Carroll County 2015 Sustainable Comprehensive Plan (August 2015))
	The 2015 county comprehensive plan calls itself a guide and 'not a coercive document'. Its vision is to continue to protect agricultural land, forests and open spaces, and its land-use goal is to sustain open spaces, agricultural lands and natural areas, moving development into concentrated areas. On siting, it says areas with abundant power available must be considered with other utilities and weighed against the desirability of preserving certain areas for agricultural usage, wildlife corridors and open space. When written, no township had zoning regulations. The cited passages do not address solar or battery storage, so consistency is a judgment. OPSB's application rule asks the applicant to assess compatibility with current regional plans (OAC 4906-4-08(C)(4)(d)). ORC 4906.13(B) bars a political subdivision from requiring 'any approval, consent, permit, certificate, or other condition' for an OPSB-certificated facility, so the plan is context for community relations and the OPSB record rather than a county approval.
	Likely
	None: the plan is advisory and sets no application or review period.
	Likely required. Note: As of the cut-off: ORC 4906.13 (No local jurisdiction) took effect in the version in force on 2023-08-01 (House Bill 6, 133rd General Assembly). (2019-10-22) Basis: Carroll County OH Comprehensive Plan 2015 OCR (L-OH-07) p7, p11, p27, p100, p103, p105; OAC 4906 4 OPSB generation facility applications (OH-R-01d) p29; ORC 4906 Power Siting Board (OH-S-01) p20.

	Harrison Township Trustees
	Road use agreement and pre-construction video survey for Fescue Road (Township road use agreement)
	The trustees issue no permit but want a road use agreement and a video survey. They must be contacted before hauling. Fescue Road is a 16-foot chip-and-seal road with two 90-degree turns needing temporary widening for tractor-trailers.
	Required
	To be confirmed
	Required. Note: As of 2023-07-06.
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